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Samoa Heads Into The Final Stages Of Its WTO Accessian

Left: Samoads [Qel e
the Final Working Party
Meeting for Samoa, 28th
October 2011.

Right: Mr Auelua Samuelu
Enari, Head of Delegation

and CEO for MCIL.
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2011, endorsed theaccession packagevhich news to the WTO family as we gather for
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including market access schedules on goods Polynesian  Leaders

and services. By approving the accession pack- {LY2F Q& 2¢h [/ 2YYAlYS 3é,gu§
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ship into the World Trade Organization (WT@)e 2002 Guidelines on LDC Accessions, in par-§ Commonwealth Secre-

however, membership is contingent on the foticular, relevant transitional periods required tariat  Holds  Training
mal approval by Ministers at the"8Ministerial for domestic adjustments on a range of com; CDOU'SIe on Sustainable
Conference which is scheduled for the™f® mitments. evelopment
h .
17" December 2011 in Geneva. o § China Invites Samoan
As a result of these negotiations, Samoa has Officials for Protocol

' O02NRAY 3 (2 { I Y2 Qa3& agledtoRind&take &HsbriesSaimporatyédnd a NJTraining
Auelua Samuelu Enari, Chief Executive Officgtments to further liberalize its trade regime
of the Ministry of Commerce, Industry & Land accelerate its integration in the world econ{ 8§ FIC Trade Ministers
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WTO accession process, paving the way for ant. These commitments include the follow-| s samoass wTo Re
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system and reinforcing its participation in the
global trade economy. He further added th& Fully implement the Agreement on Trade| 8 New Government and
WTO accession was a worthwhile investment in Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Conference  Centre
(KS t2y3 Nbzy F2N { I Y2 Righ (TFIRSEnS R AhGH R So@S € 2| Ly OPensupin Apia
ment given that it_ has ta_ketl_3 years since Sag  Fully implement the WTO Customs Valual § marked Increase in the
moa first lodged its application for WTO mem- tion Agreement by June 2012 Number of Scholar-
bership on 18 April 1998. § Establish enquiry points responsible for the ships for Samoa

facilitation of enquiries and notifications as )
WTO DirectoiGeneral Pascal Lamy stated that: provided in the Agreement of Technical § AGlimpse Back at 2011
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fidence in the organization and the global trag- |mplement the WTO Sanitary and Phyto
ing system. WTO membership will enable Sa- sanitary provisions (SPS) by' DJanuary
moa to participate more fully in the global 2012 Men:y
economy and will provide the country with 8 samoa would fully and promptly imp'eChristmas
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First Meeting of the Polynesian Leaders Group

The first Meeting of the Leaders antl. Encourage sharing knowledge araision of the founding members.
Representatives of Polynesian countries experiences in awareness and educa-
was held in Apia, Samoa on 17 November tion to promote and protect cultures,The meeting agreed that the PLG would

2011 and was attended by the Prime Min- traditions and languages; hold annual meetings to receive reports
isters of Cook Islands, Samoa and TonBa, Encourage mutual support of deveknd discuss cooperation activities be-
the Governor of American Samoa, the tween members in the course of

the year; address issues affecting
the membership and make deci-
sions on current and future activi-
ties. Annual meetings of the PLG
are to be held at the margins of
the yearly Pacific Islands Forum
Meeting or at such other time

and place agreed to by the major-

ity.

Ulu o Tokelau and Special Env
from the governments of Niue, T
@It dzZ | y R-FeetclRokr
sia.

The Leaders and representatives
Polynesian countries expressed th
gratitude to the Prime Minister, th
government and people of Samoa
the arrangements made in hosti
the first meeting of Leaders and Re
resentatives of Polynesian countri
and for the kind hospitality extends
to them during their stay in Apia. T
Polynesian Leaders and Represe
tives acknowledged the historicai

The meeting decided that for the
starting period a permanent se-
cretariat will not be established.
Instead the Chair in Office will
provide the Secretariat for the
PLG during his/her period of duty.

significance of the meeting to estap- Inaugural Meeting of Polynesian Leaders and ¢KS {SONBGIFNRIGQ2
lish the Polynesian (PLG) stdgional| Country Representatives to establish the Polyne- include but not limited to facili-
group and the importance of the PILG sian Leaders Group (PLG), tating the implementation of de-

in providing a systematic approach|to ~ Thursday 17 November 2011, Apia, Samoa cisions of the PLG and to dissemi-
cooperation amongst Polynesian nate information to members of

countries to develop, promote, and pro- opment efforts in areas including bUéooperation activities and other informa-
tect common interests and objectives of not limited to: transport, energy, entjon members wish to share.
the members and Polynesia. vironmental conservation, climate

change, education, health, agriculturg,, he Chairmanship, the meeting de-
The meeting agreed to and signed a and fisheries, tourism, trade and insjgeq that Samoa having taken up respon-
Memorandum of Understanding establish- ~ vestment; sibility of chairing this first meeting of
ing the Polynesian sukegional group. In3. Encourage respect for the quality Qfgagers and representatives of Polynesian
so doing, the meeting confirmed the criti- governance, observance of demogyyniries to establish the sutegional
cal importance of Polynesian countries ratic values and human rights rule Qfroup, will be the PLG Chair between now
working together through the PLG to seek law and right to self determination; yntil the PLG annual meeting.
a future for Polynesian people and coud. Encourage the strengthening of con-
tries where cultures, traditions, and lan-  nections with institutions of regionalrhe meeting decided that the first annual
guages are valued, honored and pro- and international cooperation. meeting of the PLG will be held in con-
tected; and where sustainable economic junction with the Pacific Islands Forum
prosperity is achieved, democratic valugg,e meeting also agreed that the foundveeting in Cook Islands in 2012.
are observed and human rights promoteglq members of the PLG are Cook Islands,
and protected. Niue, Samoa, Tonga, Tuvalu, Americ@Re meeting decided that the next Chair

. . { Y2l > adr@tKRolynestzAandf the PLG will be Cook Islands and will
The meeting decided that through th@okelau. The meeting further decided thaike up duties of the chairmanship at the
PLG, members will work together in the state, territory or indigenous Polynesiafist annual meeting of the PLE.
spirit of mutual understanding and cooppopulation may be invited to become a
eration to: member or an observer by consensus de-

Commonwealth Secretariat holds Training Course on Sustainable Development

The program held from-8 Decemberther development of implementation ofThe program aimed at giving participants a
2011, Port Vila, Vanuatu was organized tne Barbados Programme of Action for tHeetter understanding of the MSI and the
the Commonwealth as part of their ongsustainable development of Small Islanmays it could help small states pursue sus-
ing efforts to assist small states to impléeveloping States (MSI).
ment the Mauritius Strategy for the fur- Continue on Page 5




China Invites Samoan Officials for Protocol Training

Every year, the Government of Chin@hina and the participating countries. LJ2f AGAO& | yR |y Ayl
sponsors and hosts a number of training diplomatic protocol and foreign policy.
courses and programmes for public seThe program was a combination of lec-
vants from developing countries includingires and field visits which covered
Samoa and other Pacific countries to Participants were also given the opportu-
come to China for training, share expel nity to visit historical sites including the
ences, as well as to promote better unde Great Wall, Forbidden City, the Summer

standing of China. This year, three of Palace and Temble of Heaven
cers from MFAT namely, Brian Kaio,-lIc P '

Tifitifi Fuimaono and Anna Main, attende
the above protocol training organized b
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of China.

In 2011, more than 80 public servants
from Samoa have been sponsored by the
Chinese Government to participate in
training programs in Beijing and other
Africa, Eastern Europe and the Pacific. THdFAT Participants who attended the cities. Many of these programs focus on
objective of the program was to broadep Protocol Course (from L -R): Brian issues such as tourism, diplomacy, trade
GiKS LI NIAOALN yGaq | (%% fT@'fﬁ?r?m?VAm?z R $aWY investments, finance, national secu-
China, Chinese diplomatic protocol and — 'v _ _yity, human_ resource development, cli-
foreign affairs and to promote mutual KAyl Q& o6Faro yluA r%é{el'cﬁangg,%&igjlft\upe%nzd RerisY R
communication and cooperation betweegies, the current state of the economy and

The participants came from countries |

Continued from page 1

and promptly implement the transparency or by recommendation from the Minimeeting in October has forwarded Sa-

provisions of the WTO requiring notifica- istry of Health; Y2l Qa | 00Saairzy LI Ol

tion and publication. Samoa would estal Samoa committed to eliminate omnd approval by the Ministers at the

lish an official journal or website to pub- amend VAGST exemption after Bighth Ministerial Conference scheduled

lish or update new laws on a regular basis years; from 1517 December 2011.

and prior to their implementation. § Publish the list of goods and servicé3nce the Protocol on the Accession of

subject to price controls in its Officidbamoa has been signed, Samoa has until

8§ Within 5 years of accession Samoa Gazette; 15" June 2012 to ratify its accession pack-
would establish a nation wide vehicl8 From date of accession, Samoa woulde. Thirty days after ratification, it be-
safety inspection system for automo- not maintain any subsidies includingomes a fully pledged member of the

biles older than 12 years. Importation ~ €xport subsidies. WTO.

would be denied to vehicles that

would not meet the safety & environ- Market access for Goods {FLY2lFQa 5S8tS3lL i"wmeny |
ment requirements; § After negotiations, Samoa has COMyerial Conference is lead by the Head of

§ Within 2 years of accession, Samoa rznizt/oe?niﬂeaéeorggsesﬁcnhﬂ dbu?(l;md rate elegation, Deputy Prime Minister and

would allow the importation of left Of the 5.370 tariff lines committed. 2/inister for Trade- Hon Fonotoe Pierre
hand drive vehicles but only for spe= . = Z'7 oW the app|i’ea\|uafesili Lauofpaccompanied by Associ-
Eg.cwcumstances related to specific duty rate, 69 lines are bound at th@te Ministers- Muagututagata Peter Ah
5 Witr’1in one year from accession, Sa- gurrent applied duty rate while 5,29%im, Fagaaivalu Kenrick Samu, Ifopo Ma-
' lines are bound above the duty ratega Filisiand Sooalo Mengthe CEO of the

moa would eliminate the prohibition P ;
in order to maintain policy space fof,: .:
on the importation and domestic dis-  samoa Ministry of Commerce, Industry & Labour

tribution of turkey tail and turkey tailg  Finally, upon accession, Samoa h; éuel_ug Samuelu EnarDeputy CEO of
products in the country. At that time,  agreed to bind at zero aW 2 i K & N exMinistry«0f Foreign Affairs & Trade

a domestic ban on the sale of this | YR OKINEBSAQ Faalavaau Perina SjlaPrincipal Foreign
product will be in place and an import Service Officer of the Ministry of Foreign
duty of 300% will be applied to all Market access for Services Affairs & Trade- Nella TavitaLevy and

imports of this product. This will allovg  oyerall, Samoa has made specifiepresentatives from the private sectay
time to develop and implement a  ommitments on 10 services sect@BC TV iNanai Lave TuiletufugsSamoa

natiorr'widef program to promote  gnq g1 suksectors Chamber of CommerceSala Epa Tuioti,
healthier lifestyle. After two years, andTuala Oli Ah HirE

domestic sales ban will be lifted and
import duty will be reduced to 100% Next Steps

or replaced by another tax regulatioRe \working Party as per outcome of their




FIC Trade Ministers Appoint New Chief Trade Adviser

OCTA Media Release, Friday 9th Decemtmnpetitive recruitment process to fill thishort listing process. Assessment of short-
2011- A special meeting of the Forum I$mportant position. listed candidates was completed last
land Country (FIC) Trade Ministers will month by the Selection Panel. The out-
take place on 10 December 2011 in BruBhe OCTA Constitution guides the recruisme of this Meeting will provide an im-
sels, Belgium. The Special Forum Islandnt and appointment of the Chief Tradportant way forward on the future of the
[ 2dzy i NB ¢ N} RS aAy AdvideS NEeQOCEASGiefniyigd BoatdDBTA and PACER Plus negotiations.
have a focused agenda to consider recomesponsible for the recruitment of the
mendations for the Chief Trade Advis&hief Trade Adviser for the approval ¢f accordance with the OCTA Constitution,
(CTA) position from the Selection Panel.i KS C2 NdzY L&af | yR / thelmzppominent dith& Shiea Arafd Adi S |
Meeting. viser will be made by the Governing Board
Earlier this year, Dr Christopher Noonan on the recommendation of the Forum
resigned from the Chief Trade Advis@ihe Board specified the job descripton& f YR / 2dzy i NB ¢ N} RS
position at the Office of the Chief Tradand recruitment process for the positionThe terms of the appointment will be
Adviser (OCTA). Following this, the OCAIAthirteen Forum Island Countries thatgreed between the Board and the Chief
Governing Board has progressed with aae Members of the OCTA took part in thErade Adviser=

Samoabdbs WTO Reference Cent

who are interested in accessing WTO iNevember at the National University of
formation and eLearning material. Samoa.

The recent WTO Reference Centre Uphe session was well received by partici-
grade included additional modern conpants and it is anticipated that a partner-
puters, scanners, printers and a photocophip between the academic members and
ier which will most likely assist in the WTthe WTO will develop in the near future.
information dissemination programmes ot
the Ministry.

Samoads WTO Referen é\/lé N@%t%p{]q %adni Jallab who is Hea(.
(Housed within MFAT) the WTO RC Programme, presented | 4

equipment to the Ministry on behalf dg
Samoa now has an upgraded WTO Risle WTO on November ¥52011. Follow
erence Centre (RC) currently housédg the handover, participants from va
within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs aneus Government ministries were involv
Trade. The WTO Reference Centre (RCh two day workshop focusing on t
was first established in 1998 under thenline interactive tools that could be uss
former department of Trade, Commercin their work including an introduction t
and Industry as an enquiry point for go¥learning courses.
ernment officials, business representa-
tives, university lecturers/teachers, jourA special session was also held for fthe@r Mustapha Jallab ~ (centre), Head of
nalists, students and the general publacademic community, civil society ahdhe WTO Reference Centre with some
private sector members on Thursdayt of the participants of the Workshop

8§ January 17th- WTO Parliamentarian Workshop;
B § February 6th- Seventh Round PICTA Trade in Services Negotia-
. : tions;
Upcoming : - PACP Ministerial Meeting
Events for : 8 March-PACER PLUS Officials Meeting and {State Actors
: Dialogue;
2012 : 8 March-April - Open Category Scholarship applications ;
June-{ | Y 2 | "rideppndence Day Celebration;
8 August- 50th Anniversary of the Treaty of Friendship between
Samoa and New Zealand.
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New Government Complex and Conference Centre Opens in Apia

-~
2011/11/411

The Tupua Tamasese Efi Government Complex
and Conference Centre, Apia

A new government office complex andthe complex, centrally located in Apiand the Public Trust.
Conference Centre built with assistanagas builtby  Shanghai Construc-
from the Peoples Republic of China wéien Company and will house some of th&he adjoining Conferendgentre sits 500
officially opened in Apia on 5 Novembegovernments larger ministries as well akelegates and is named after the current
2011 by{ I Y21 Q& | SI R 2 §ovefninénticBrpotatiodis such asKMNRHead of State His Highness Tuiatua Tupua
ness Tuiatua Tupua Tamasese Efi. MAF, OAG, MWTI, SQA, EPC, SWA, TiaiMasese Eft

Marked Increase in the Number of Scholarships for Samoa

This is a busy time for the Scholarshigd fifteen for New Zealand.The World awards are available each year for em-
Training and Bilaterals Division, preparimfealth Organisation is also offering twployed applicants who wish to pursue
scholarship bonds and administratioscholarships (2) for study in the field d@rther education in either undergraduate
work for the overseas scholarship stumedicine at the Fiji National University. or postgraduate levels. Australia funded
dents who have just completed their seven awards to Australia (ADS) with five
Foundation Year at the National Universithhis year, the New Zealand Aid Prawards for local study via Distance Flexi
of Samoa.This year, a total of twenty fivggramme launched a new initiative withearning (DFL) and five awards for study in
(25) Foundation students will be departintpe Australian Pacific Technical Colletee region. New Zealand funded a further
for study in New Zealand on New Zeala@dPTC) which received eight awards (8) farenty awardees under Open Category to
Pacific Scholarship (NZAP) awaréstotal study in New Zealand technical institwndertake tertiary studies in New Zealand
of ten (10) Foundation students will b&ons for APTC graduates. Select@tstitutes and the Samoan Government
heading to Australia on Australian Devawardees from APTC will undertake studjfered five awards for local study via
opment Scholarships (ADS) and a totalinfvarious fields such as; automotive endd-L.
twenty (20) sponsored by Australia andeering, tourism & hospitality, welding &

New Zealand to the region (usually in USbrication, construction and electricahs may be noted from these figures, there
or FNU). engineering. In addition to these APT®as been a marked increase in the num-
awards, two awards have been granted twer of overseas scholarships offered to
In addition the Samoan Government National University of Samoa lecturers f@amoans from our development partners
also sponsoring four (4) awardees to ttstudy in New Zealand for professionak well as local awards for DFL (online
region. This marks an increase of scholatevelopment. study). This highlights the importance
ship numbers to Australia and New Zea- placed on an educated work force for the
land for the Foundation students whicldur Open Category awardees will also Hevelopment of the countryE
previously saw five awards to Australideparting for study early 2012.These

Continued from Page 2 REMEMBER!

tainable development. The course waspril 2012 and delivered through the Com MEAT Bulletin is also
delivered in two phaseg, a one weekmonwealth of Learning (COL) Virtual Un available on our website
residential phase (Port Vila) and a twelversity for Small States (VUSS). -Tif#ifi :
week online phase. The twelve wedluimaono of MFAT attended the abow
online phase will run from January toourse in Vanuatue

www.mfat.gov.ws




—
—
o
(Q\|
=
©
-
&)
qv)
m

A Glimpse

PACIFIC ACP (PACP) TRADE OFFICIALS
AND MINISTER.




The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade wishes you all a

Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year!!




