
 

 

Foreign Affairs & Trade 

Bulletin  
Min is t r y  o f  Fo re ign  A f fa i r s  and  T rade  OctoberïDecember 2011 

Whatõs Inside 

§ First Meeting of the 

Polynesian Leaders 

Group  

§ Commonwealth Secre-

tariat Holds Training 

course on Sustainable 

Development  

§ China Invites Samoan 

Officials for Protocol 

Training  

§ FIC Trade Ministers  

Appoint New Chief 

Trade Adviser  

§ Samoaôs WTO Refer-

ence Centre Upgraded  

§ New Government and 

Conference Centre 

Opens up in  Apia  

§ Marked Increase in the 

Number of Scholar-

ships for Samoa  

§ A Glimpse Back at 2011  

    ¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ tŀǊǘȅ ƻƴ {ŀƳƻŀΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǘ 
its meeting held in Geneva on the 28th October 
2011, endorsed the accession package which 
ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƻ {ŀƳƻŀΩǎ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǊŜƎƛƳŜ 
including market access schedules on goods 
and services. By approving the accession pack-
ŀƎŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘ ŦƻǊ {ŀƳƻŀΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊπ
ship into the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
however, membership is contingent on the for-
mal approval by Ministers at the 8th Ministerial 
Conference which is scheduled for the 15th to 
17th December 2011 in Geneva.  
 
!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ŀƳƻŀΩǎ IŜŀŘ ƻŦ 5ŜƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΣ aǊ 
Auelua Samuelu Enari, Chief Executive Officer 
of the Ministry of Commerce, Industry & La-
bour, the ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ tŀǊǘȅΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŀ 
ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ƳƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ {ŀƳƻŀΩǎ 
WTO accession process, paving the way for Sa-
ƳƻŀΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƭǘƛƭŀǘŜǊŀƭ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ 
system and reinforcing its participation in the 
global trade economy. He further added that 
WTO accession was a worthwhile investment in 
ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ Ǌǳƴ ŦƻǊ {ŀƳƻŀΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇπ
ment given that it has taken 13 years since Sa-
moa first lodged its application for WTO mem-
bership on 15th April 1998. 
 
WTO Director-General Pascal Lamy stated that: 
ά{ŀƳƻŀΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²¢h ƛǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ Ŏƻƴπ
fidence in the organization and the global trad-
ing system. WTO membership will enable Sa-
moa to participate more fully in the global 
economy and will provide the country with a 

predictable and stable basis for growth and 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ {ŀƳƻŀΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ƎƻƻŘ 
news to the WTO family as we gather for the 
уǘƘ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦέ 
 

{ŀƳƻŀΩǎ ²¢h /ƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎ 
{ŀƳƻŀΩǎ !ŎŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ tŀŎƪŀƎŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ 
the 2002 Guidelines on LDC Accessions, in par-
ticular, relevant transitional periods required 
for domestic adjustments on a range of com-
mitments.   
 
As a result of these negotiations, Samoa has 
agreed to undertake a series of important com-
mitments to further liberalize its trade regime 
and accelerate its integration in the world econ-
omy, while offering a transparent and predict-
able environment for trade and foreign invest-
ment.  These commitments include the follow-
ing:  
 

§ Fully implement the Agreement on Trade 
Related Aspects of Intellectual Property 
Rights (TRIPs) no later than 1st July 2013 

§ Fully implement the WTO Customs Valua-
tion Agreement by June 2012 

§ Establish enquiry points responsible for the 
facilitation of enquiries and notifications as 
provided in the Agreement of Technical 
Barriers to Trade (TBT) 

§ Implement the WTO Sanitary and Phyto-
sanitary provisions (SPS) by 1st January 
2012 

§ Samoa would fully and promptly imple-

 

Left: Samoaõs Delegation at 

the Final Working Party 

Meeting for Samoa, 28th 

October 2011.  

 

Right: Mr Auelua Samuelu 

Enari, Head of Delegation 

and CEO for MCIL.  

Samoa Heads Into The Final Stages Of Its WTO Accession 
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First Meeting of the Polynesian Leaders Group 

     The first Meeting of the Leaders and 
Representatives of Polynesian countries 
was held in Apia, Samoa on 17 November 
2011 and was attended by the Prime Min-
isters of Cook Islands, Samoa and Tonga, 
the Governor of American Samoa, the 
Ulu o Tokelau and Special Envoys 
from the governments of Niue, Tu-
ǾŀƭǳΣ ŀƴŘ aŀΩƻƘƛ bǳƛ - French Polyne-
sia. 

 
The Leaders and representatives of 
Polynesian countries expressed their 
gratitude to the Prime Minister, the 
government and people of Samoa for 
the arrangements made in hosting 
the first meeting of Leaders and Rep-
resentatives of Polynesian countries 
and for the kind hospitality extended 
to them during their stay in Apia. The 
Polynesian Leaders and Representa-
tives acknowledged the historical 
significance of the meeting to estab-
lish the Polynesian (PLG) sub-regional 
group and the importance of the PLG 
in providing a systematic approach to 
cooperation amongst Polynesian 
countries to develop, promote, and pro-
tect common interests and objectives of 
the members and Polynesia. 

 

The meeting agreed to and signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding establish-
ing the Polynesian sub-regional group. In 
so doing, the meeting confirmed the criti-
cal importance of Polynesian countries 
working together through the PLG to seek 
a future for Polynesian people and coun-
tries where cultures, traditions, and lan-
guages are valued, honored and pro-
tected; and where sustainable economic 
prosperity is achieved, democratic values 
are observed and human rights promoted 
and protected. 

 

The meeting decided that through the 
PLG, members will work together in the 
spirit of mutual understanding and coop-
eration to:  

1. Encourage sharing knowledge and 
experiences in awareness and educa-
tion to promote and protect cultures, 
traditions and languages;  

2. Encourage mutual support of devel-

opment efforts in areas including but 
not limited to: transport, energy, en-
vironmental conservation, climate 
change, education, health, agriculture 
and fisheries, tourism, trade and in-
vestment; 

3. Encourage respect for the quality of 

governance, observance of democ-

ratic values and human rights rule of 

law and right to self determination; 

4. Encourage the strengthening of con-

nections with institutions of regional 

and international cooperation. 

 

The meeting also agreed that the found-
ing members of the PLG are Cook Islands, 
Niue, Samoa, Tonga, Tuvalu, American 
{ŀƳƻŀΣ aŀΩƻƘƛ bǳƛ-French Polynesia, and 
Tokelau. The meeting further decided that 
a state, territory or indigenous Polynesian 
population may be invited to become a 
member or an observer by consensus de-

cision of the founding members. 
 

The meeting agreed that the PLG would 
hold annual meetings to receive reports 
and discuss cooperation activities be-

tween members in the course of 
the year; address issues affecting 
the membership and make deci-
sions on current and future activi-
ties. Annual meetings of the PLG 
are to be held at the margins of 
the yearly Pacific Islands Forum 
Meeting or at such other time 
and place agreed to by the major-
ity. 
 

The meeting decided that for the 
starting period a permanent se-
cretariat will not be established. 
Instead the Chair in Office will 
provide the Secretariat for the 
PLG during his/her period of duty. 
¢ƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘΩǎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ 
include but not limited to facili-
tating the implementation of de-
cisions of the PLG and to dissemi-
nate information to members of 

cooperation activities and other informa-
tion members wish to share. 

 

For the Chairmanship, the meeting de-
cided that Samoa having taken up respon-
sibility of chairing this first meeting of 
Leaders and representatives of Polynesian 
countries to establish the sub-regional 
group, will be the PLG Chair between now 
until the PLG annual meeting. 

 

The meeting decided that the first annual 
meeting of the PLG will be held in con-
junction with the Pacific Islands Forum 
Meeting in Cook Islands in 2012. 

 

The meeting decided that the next Chair 
of the PLG will be Cook Islands and will 
take up duties of the chairmanship at the 
first annual meeting of the PLG.É 

 

Inaugural Meeting of Polynesian Leaders and 

Country Representatives to establish the Polyne-

sian Leaders Group (PLG),  

Thursday 17 November 2011, Apia, Samoa  

     The program held from 5-9 December 

2011, Port Vila, Vanuatu was organized by 

the Commonwealth as part of their ongo-

ing efforts to assist small states to imple-

ment the Mauritius Strategy for the fur-

The program aimed at giving participants a 

better understanding of the MSI and the 

ways it could help small states pursue sus-

ther development of implementation of 

the Barbados Programme of Action for the 

sustainable development of Small Island 

developing States (MSI).   

 

Commonwealth Secretariat holds Training Course on Sustainable Development  
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and promptly implement the transparency 

provisions of the WTO requiring notifica-

tion and publication. Samoa would estab-

lish an official journal or website to pub-

lish or update new laws on a regular basis 

and prior to their implementation.  

 

§ Within 5 years of accession Samoa 

would establish a nation wide vehicle 

safety inspection system for automo-

biles older than 12 years. Importation 

would be denied to vehicles that 

would not meet the safety & environ-

ment requirements; 

§ Within 2 years of accession, Samoa 

would allow the importation of left 

hand drive vehicles but only for spe-

cial circumstances related to specific 

use; 

§ Within one year from accession, Sa-

moa would eliminate the prohibition 

on the importation and domestic dis-

tribution of turkey tail and turkey tail 

products in the country. At that time, 

a domestic ban on the sale of this 

product will be in place and an import 

duty of 300% will be applied to all 

imports of this product. This will allow 

time to develop and implement a 

nation-wide program to promote 

healthier lifestyle. After two years, 

domestic sales ban will be lifted and 

import duty will be reduced to 100% 

or replaced by another tax regulation 

or by recommendation from the Min-

istry of Health; 

§ Samoa committed to eliminate or 

amend VAGST exemption after 3 

years; 

§ Publish the list of goods and services 
subject to price controls in its Official 
Gazette; 

§ From date of accession, Samoa would 
not maintain any subsidies including 
export subsidies. 

 
Market access for Goods 

§ After negotiations, Samoa has com-
mitted an average final bound rate of 
21% in the Goods schedule 

§ Of the 5,370 tariff lines committed, 2 
lines are bound below the applied 
duty rate, 69 lines are bound at the 
current applied duty rate while 5,299 
lines are bound above the duty rates 
in order to maintain policy space for 
Samoa 

§ Finally, upon accession, Samoa has 

agreed to bind at zero all ΨƻǘƘŜǊ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ 

ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎΩ. 

 

Market access for Services 

§ Overall, Samoa has made specific 

commitments on 10 services sector 

and 81 sub-sectors 

 

 

Next Steps 

The Working Party as per outcome of their 

meeting in October has forwarded Sa-

ƳƻŀΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ 

and approval by the Ministers at the 

Eighth Ministerial Conference scheduled 

from 15-17 December 2011. 

Once the Protocol on the Accession of 

Samoa has been signed, Samoa has until 

15th June 2012 to ratify its accession pack-

age. Thirty days after ratification, it be-

comes a fully pledged member of the 

WTO. 

 

{ŀƳƻŀΩǎ 5ŜƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ уth Min-

isterial Conference is lead by the Head of 

Delegation, Deputy Prime Minister and 

Minister for Trade -  Hon Fonotoe Pierre 

Nuafesili Lauofo, accompanied by Associ-

ate Ministers - Muagututagata Peter Ah 

Him, Fagaaivalu Kenrick Samu, Ifopo Ma-

tia Filisi and Sooalo Mene, the CEO of the 

Ministry of Commerce, Industry & Labour 

- Auelua Samuelu Enari, Deputy CEO of 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs & Trade - 

Faalavaau Perina Sila, Principal Foreign 

Service Officer of the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs & Trade - Nella Tavita-Levy and 

representatives from the private sector ς 

SBC TV 1 - Nanai Lave Tuiletufuga, Samoa 

Chamber of Commerce - Sala Epa Tuioti,  

and Tuala Oli Ah Him.É 

 

 

Continued from page 1  

China Invites Samoan Officials for Protocol Training 

    Every year, the Government of China 
sponsors and hosts a number of training 
courses and programmes for public ser-
vants from developing countries including 
Samoa and other Pacific countries to 
come to China for training, share experi-
ences, as well as to promote better under-
standing of China.  This year, three offi-
cers from MFAT namely, Brian Kaio, Ida-
Tifitifi Fuimaono and Anna Main, attended 
the above protocol training organized by 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of China.  
 

The participants came from countries in 

Africa, Eastern Europe and the Pacific. The 

objective of the program was to broaden 

ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΩ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻƴ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ 

China, Chinese diplomatic protocol and 

foreign affairs and to promote mutual 

communication and cooperation between 

China and the participating countries. 

 

The program was a combination of lec-

tures and field visits which covered 

/ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ōŀǎƛŎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻƭƛπ

cies, the current state of the economy and 

ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ 

diplomatic protocol and foreign policy.  

 

Participants were also given the opportu-

nity to visit historical sites including the 

Great Wall, Forbidden City, the Summer 

Palace and Temple of Heaven. 

In 2011, more than 80 public servants 

from Samoa have been sponsored by the 

Chinese Government to participate in 

training programs in Beijing and other 

cities.  Many of these programs focus on 

issues such as tourism, diplomacy, trade 

and investments, finance, national secu-

rity, human resource development, cli-

mate change, agriculture and fisheries. É 

MFAT Participants who attended the 

Protocol Course (from L -R): Brian 

Kaio, Ida -Tifitifi Fuimaono and Anna 

T Main.  
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Samoaôs WTO Reference Centre Upgraded 

     Samoa now has an upgraded WTO Ref-
erence Centre (RC) currently housed 
within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade. The WTO Reference Centre (RC) 
was first established in 1998 under the 
former department of Trade, Commerce 
and Industry as an enquiry point for gov-
ernment officials, business representa-
tives, university lecturers/teachers, jour-
nalists, students and the general public 

who are interested in accessing WTO in-
formation and e-Learning material. 
 
The recent WTO Reference Centre Up-
grade included additional modern com-
puters, scanners, printers and a photocop-
ier which will most likely assist in the WTO 
information dissemination programmes of 
the Ministry. 
   
Mr. Mustapha Sadni Jallab who is Head of 
the WTO RC Programme, presented the 
equipment to the Ministry on behalf of 
the WTO on November 15th 2011. Follow-
ing the handover, participants from vari-
ous Government ministries were involved 
in a two day workshop focusing on the 
online interactive tools that could be used 
in their work including an introduction to 
E-learning courses.  
 
A special session was also held for the 
academic community, civil society and 
private sector members on Thursday 17th 

November at the National University of 
Samoa.  
 
The session was well received by partici-
pants and it is anticipated that a partner-
ship between the academic members and 
the WTO will develop in the near future.
É 

Samoaõs WTO Reference Centre 

(Housed within MFAT)  

Mr Mustapha Jallab (centre), Head of 

the WTO Reference Centre with some 

of the participants of the Workshop  

OCTA Media Release, Friday 9th December 
2011- A special meeting of the Forum Is-
land Country (FIC) Trade Ministers will 
take place on 10 December 2011 in Brus-
sels, Belgium.  The Special Forum Island 
/ƻǳƴǘǊȅ ¢ǊŀŘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΩ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ 
have a focused agenda to consider recom-
mendations for the Chief Trade Adviser 
(CTA) position from the Selection Panel. 
 
Earlier this year, Dr Christopher Noonan 
resigned from the Chief Trade Adviser 
position at the Office of the Chief Trade 
Adviser (OCTA). Following this, the OCTA 
Governing Board has progressed with a 

competitive recruitment process to fill this 
important position. 
 
The OCTA Constitution guides the recruit-
ment and appointment of the Chief Trade 
Adviser. The OCTA Governing Board is 
responsible for the recruitment of the 
Chief Trade Adviser for the approval of 
ǘƘŜ CƻǊǳƳ LǎƭŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ ¢ǊŀŘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΩ 
Meeting. 
 
The Board specified the job description 
and recruitment process for the position. 
All thirteen Forum Island Countries that 
are Members of the OCTA took part in the 

short listing process. Assessment of short-
listed candidates was completed last 
month by the Selection Panel.  The out-
come of this Meeting will provide an im-
portant way forward on the future of the 
OCTA and PACER Plus negotiations. 
 
In accordance with the OCTA Constitution, 
the appointment of the Chief Trade Ad-
viser will be made by the Governing Board 
on the recommendation of the Forum 
LǎƭŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ ¢ǊŀŘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΩ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ 
The terms of the appointment will be 
agreed between the Board and the Chief 
Trade Adviser. É 

FIC Trade Ministers Appoint New Chief Trade Adviser 

Upcoming 
Events  for 

2012 

§ January 17th - WTO Parliamentarian Workshop; 

§ February 6th - Seventh Round PICTA Trade in Services Negotia-

tions; 

             - PACP Ministerial Meeting 

§ March - PACER PLUS Officials Meeting and Non-State Actors               

Dialogue; 

§ March-April - Open Category Scholarship applications ; 

§ June - {ŀƳƻŀΩǎ рлth Independence Day Celebration; 

§ August - 50th Anniversary of the Treaty of Friendship between 

Samoa and New Zealand. 



 

 

 

New Government Complex and Conference Centre Opens in Apia 

The Tupua Tamasese Efi Government Complex 

and Conference Centre, Apia  

     A new government office complex and 

Conference Centre built with assistance 

from the Peoples Republic of China was 

officially opened in Apia on 5 November 

2011 by {ŀƳƻŀΩǎ IŜŀŘ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ Iƛǎ IƛƎƘπ

ness Tuiatua Tupua Tamasese Efi.   

The complex, centrally located in Apia, 

was built by Shanghai Construc-

tion Company and will house some of the 

governments larger ministries as well as 

government corporations such as: MNRE, 

MAF, OAG, MWTI, SQA, EPC, SWA, LTA 

and the Public Trust. 

 

 The adjoining Conference Centre sits 500 

delegates and is named after the current 

Head of State His Highness Tuiatua Tupua 

Tamasese Efi. É 

Marked Increase in the Number of Scholarships for Samoa 

     This is a busy time for the Scholarships, 
Training and Bilaterals Division, preparing 
scholarship bonds and administration 
work for the overseas scholarship stu-
dents who have just completed their 
Foundation Year at the National University 
of Samoa.  This year, a total of twenty five 
(25) Foundation students will be departing 
for study in New Zealand on New Zealand 
Pacific Scholarship (NZAP) awards.  A total 
of ten (10) Foundation students will be 
heading to Australia on Australian Devel-
opment Scholarships (ADS) and a total of 
twenty (20) sponsored by Australia and 
New Zealand to the region (usually in USP 
or FNU).  
 
In addition the Samoan Government is 
also sponsoring four (4) awardees to the 
region.  This marks an increase of scholar-
ship numbers to Australia and New Zea-
land for the Foundation students which 
previously saw five awards to Australia, 

and fifteen for New Zealand.  The World 
Health Organisation is also offering two 
scholarships (2) for study in the field of 
medicine at the Fiji National University.  
 
This year, the New Zealand Aid Pro-
gramme launched a new initiative with 
the Australian Pacific Technical College 
(APTC) which received eight awards (8) for 
study in New Zealand technical institu-
tions for APTC graduates. Selected 
awardees from APTC will undertake study 
in various fields such as; automotive engi-
neering, tourism & hospitality, welding & 
fabrication, construction and electrical 
engineering.  In addition to these APTC 
awards, two awards have been granted to 
National University of Samoa lecturers for 
study in New Zealand for professional 
development. 
 
Our Open Category awardees will also be 
departing for study early 2012.  These 

awards are available each year for em-
ployed applicants who wish to pursue 
further education in either undergraduate 
or postgraduate levels.   Australia funded 
seven awards to Australia (ADS) with five 
awards for local study via Distance Flexi 
Learning (DFL) and five awards for study in 
the region.  New Zealand funded a further 
twenty awardees under Open Category to 
undertake tertiary studies in New Zealand 
institutes and the Samoan Government 
offered five awards for local study via 
DFL.  
 
As may be noted from these figures, there 
has been a marked increase in the num-
ber of overseas scholarships offered to 
Samoans from our development partners 
as well as local awards for DFL (online 
study).  This highlights the importance 
placed on an educated work force for the 
development of the country. É 

tainable development. The course was 

delivered in two phases ς a one week 

residential phase (Port Vila) and a twelve 

week online phase.  The twelve week 

online phase will run from January to 

Continued from Page 2  

April 2012 and delivered through the Com-

monwealth of Learning (COL) Virtual Uni-

versity for Small States (VUSS).  Ida-Tifitifi 

Fuimaono of MFAT attended the above 

course in Vanuatu. É 

REMEMBER! 
 

MFAT Bulletin is also  

available on our website 

www.mfat.gov.ws  
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A Glimpse Back at 2011!! 



 

 

 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade wishes you all a 

Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year!! 


