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Samoa Signs Final WTO Accession Bilateral                    

Negotiation 

Pacific ACP States Move to Progress EPA         

Negotiations with the European Union 

1. Who are the two Pacific 

ACP countries that signed 

interim Economic Partner-

ship Agreement (EPA) with 

the European Union (EU) in 

2009?  

 

2. What country is Samoaôs 
major export partner?  

 

3. What are the two trade 

arrangements Samoa is 

currently party to? 

 

4. Who is Samoaôs Ambas-

sador to Brussels, Belgium? 

 

5. What is the MFAT web-
site?  

Answers on page 3  

MFAT QUIZ !!!  

From (L -R): His Excellency 

Tuala Falani Chang Tung, 

Samoaôs Ambassador to 

Belgium and Mr William 

Kennard, US Ambassador 

to the EU at the formal 

signing of Samoaôs final 

bilateral services agree-

ment  

Samoa has now concluded all 

WTO accession bilateral market 

access negotiations. The conclu-

sion was marked by the signing 

of the services bilateral agree-

ment on Friday 16th September 

2011 at the US mission in Brus-

sels, Belgium.  

 

The US Ambassador to the Euro-

pean Union, Mr. William Kennard 

signed on behalf of the United 

States, and Samoaôs Ambassa-

dor to Belgium, H.E. Tuala Falani 

Chan Tung signed on behalf of 

the Independent State of Samoa.   

  

The US becomes the seventh 

member of the WTO that Samoa 

has completed bilateral services 

negotiations with, the other coun-

tries include Australia, Canada, 

China, the EU, Japan and New 

Zealand.  

 

Samoa is set to conclude the 

WTO accession process at the 

end of 2011 with the accession 

package expected to be tabled, at 

the latest, for the consideration of 

the WTO General Council at the 

the 8th WTO Ministerial Meeting 

in Geneva in December 2011.   

 In July 2011, eight of the Pacific 

members of the African Carib-

bean and Pacific (PACP) states, 

including Samoa, submitted their 

Draft Market Access Offers for 

Trade in Goods to the European 

Commission (EC), with the assis-

tance of the Pacific Islands Fo-

rum Secretariat (PIFS).  

  

This was an endeavour which 

has been in the making since 

2009, when Fiji and Papua New 

Guinea signed interim Economic 

Partnership Agreements (EPAs) 

with the European Union (EU) to 

secure their national trade inter-

ests.  

  

The submission of offers by Sa-

moa, among other remaining 

PACP members, was an action 

driven by the aim to progress 

negotiations for a comprehensive 

EPA. The draft offer by Samoa 

was made in good faith to en-

hance cooperative arrangements; 

establish and promote a sustain-

able as well as developmental 

economic partnership with the 

EU. The successful conclusion of 

these negotiations would comple-

ment the Pacificôs regional inte-

gration efforts and further support 

the gradual integration of the 

region into the global economy.  

  

Despite its many challenges, 

Samoa is committed to entering 

into the EPA negotiations as it is 

believed to be a genuine develop-

mental opportunity to address 

barriers to trade and take full 

advantage of potential prospects 

to increase exports and create 

jobs in the long term.   

The draft offers from the Pacific 

also aims to liberalise substan-

tially all the trade with the EU, 

while recognising the importance 

of special and differential treat-

ment for Least Developed Coun-

tries (LDCs) and Small Island 

States (SIS). 

  

The offers are conditional upon 

the satisfactory resolution of out-

standing and contentious issues 

in the negotiations, including 

Rules of Origin on fresh and fro-

zen fish; and Development Coop-

eration, which would include 

developmental trade rules, ad-

justment assistance and imple-

mentation to enable Samoa and 

the region to genuinely benefit 

from an EPA. 
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The OCTA enters Funding Agreement with New Zealand  

First Regional TMNP Workshop 

Office of the Chief Trade Adviser, 12 August  

2011 - The Office of the Chief Trade Adviser 

(OCTA) has entered a two-year grant funding 

arrangement for NZ$1.3 million (US$1million) 

with the Government of New Zealand on 7 July 

2011.  

  

The OCTA was established in March 2010 to 

provide independent advice and technical sup-

port to Forum Island Countries (FICs) in the 

PACER Plus negotiations with Australia and 

New Zealand. It is wholly controlled and owned 

by the FICs.  

  

In October 2009, as part of the agreement to 

commence PACER Plus negotiations the Gov-

ernments of Australia and New Zealand commit-

ted to fund the OCTA, with contributions of 

AU$500,000 and NZ$650,000 per annum re-

spectively for a period of 3 years.  

 

In the first year funding was provided under an 

interim arrangement through the Pacific Islands 

Forum Secretariat. After the first year the OCTA 

was required to conclude new direct funding 

arrangements with Australia and New Zealand.  

  

Forum Trade Ministers agreed in May 2011 that 

funding arrangements between development 

partners and the OCTA should not compromise 

the independence and integrity of the OCTA 

operations and activities.  

  

The funding arrangement with New Zealand has 

been designed to protect the integrity of the 

advice and support provided by the OCTA to the 

FICs, while ensuring full accountability for funds 

received. 

Peter Shanel, Solomon Islands Minister for For-

eign Affairs and External Trade and the Chair of 

the OCTA Governing Board said: ñWe thank the 

Government of New Zealand for the provision of 

funding for our second year of operation in a 

way that respects the FICsô wish to preserve the 

independence of the OCTA. The fund will allow 

us to continue providing independent advice and 

technical support to our membersò.  

  

The Agreement also does not preclude other 

funding sources from contributing to the estab-

lishment or implementation of the OCTA and its 

work programme.  

  

The OCTA is hopeful of concluding a similar 

funding agreement with Australia shortly.  

 

  

mentation of the scheme with the Home coun-

tries, being responsible for declaring the eligibil-

ity of the individual under this scheme whereas; 

the screening along with granting of entry visa 

and work permit will be the sovereign right of the 

Host country. But most importantly, both the 

immigration and labour departments will play 

complementary roles within the region to facili-

tate the issuance of these entry visas and work 

permits for workers to engage in work under this 

TMNP arrangement. 

 

The representative from Secretariat of the Pacific 

Community (SPC) provided an outline of the 

proposed approach for the recognition of qualifi-

cations and competencies of skilled as well as 

semi skilled professionals under PICTA TMNP 

scheme. The presentation also highlighted the 

linkages with the broader regional initiatives for 

portability of education and skills under the Pa-

cific Register of Qualifications and Standards 

(PRQS).   

 

During the workshop, participants shared experi-

ences on the role of their National Qualification 

Authorities, Professional bodies and the Mutual 

recognition agreements in the context of the 

PICTA TMNP scheme. Given the differences 

across the region in recognizing professional 

qualifications, SPC is looking at the PRQS as a 

possible solution to address these differences 

and is working closely with National Qualification 

Agencies to determine how professional bodies 

can be covered as at present, these Professional 

Bodies are responsible for the issuance of li-

censes for certain professions for example, ac-

counting, lawyers, engineers etc. According to 

SPC, seven countries (Cook Islands, Fiji, PNG, 

Samoa, Tokelau, Tonga and Vanuatu) have 

volunteered to be part of the pilot phase of 

PRQS which will be implemented later in 2011. 

 

A presentation by the expert from the Interna-

tional Labour Organisation (ILO) regarding the 

labour dimensions on the PICTA scheme was 

provided to the participants. Highlighted in the 

presentation were the obligations of the country 

to ensure workerôs basic rights and access to 

decent work was adhered to given national la-

bour legislations and countryôs membership 

through International Labour Organizations such 

as ILO. 

 

The presentation from the World Bank provided a 

different perspective to labour mobility highlighting 

that the TMNP scheme must be objective driven, 

should guard against erosion of employment and 

more importantly, the protection of migrant work-

ers.  

 

As part of the workshop, participants from around 

the region were invited to make a country presen-

tation on their reactions on the PICTA TMNP, 

expectations of the scheme, propose changes to 

the scope of the scheme and specify technical 

assistance required for capacity building purposes 

to ensure the effective implementation of the 

PICTA TMNP scheme.  

 

This exercise clearly indicated that countries were 

in support of such a scheme being established 

that allowed the mobility of skilled and semi-skilled 

workers among the countries. However, there was 

overall agreement that the scheme needs to be 

made simpler and better than the existing labour 

mobility arrangements currently in place. More 

over, given the varying needs of countries, exten-

sive consultations will be required at the national 

level with key stakeholders to discuss the imple-

menting issues being proposed under this 

scheme. But most importantly, in order to pro-

gress the PICTA TMNP scheme countries will 

need to identify specific technical assistance 

needed and to liaise directly with the relevant 

regional as well as international technical agen-

cies who have agreed to provide assistance. 

 

Overall, the issues discussed at the workshop 

including the perspective and experience of the 

various international organizations was critical in 

building capacity for trade, immigration, labour, 

education and legal participants particularly, on 

the key roles that they will need to be considered 

in the implementation of the PICTA TMNP 

scheme.  At the closure of the workshop, all the 

important issues discussed were documented and 

considered during the Sixth round of PICTA TiS 

and TMNP negotiations scheduled from 24th to 

26th August 2011.  

In line with the Pacific ACP Trade Ministers 

decision of February 2011 and the Outcomes 

of the Fifth Round of the PICTA Trade in Ser-

vices negotiations held in March 2011, the 

Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat organized the 

very first regional workshop on Temporary 

Movement of Natural Persons (TMNP) in which 

officials from trade, immigration, labour, educa-

tion and legal departments from around the 

Pacific region were invited to attend.  

 

The primary focus of this two day workshop 

held in Novotel Hotel in Nadi, Fiji from the 22 to 

23 August 2011, was to  bring together the key 

implementing agencies that will play an impor-

tant role in the implementation phase of the 

TMNP scheme. 

 

The key objective of the workshop was to pro-

vide participants with detailed information on 

the PICTA TMNP scheme, including the impli-

cations for implementing agencies, and to fa-

cilitate consultations among the countries in-

volved in negotiating the PICTA TMNP scheme 

for its effective implementation. But most im-

portantly, this workshop aimed at engaging 

various stakeholders that will be involved in the 

implementation of the proposed PICTA TMNP 

scheme at the national level. 

 

The presentation by the Pacific Islands Forum 

Secretariat provided an overview of the PICTA 

TMNP negotiations outlining that the purpose 

of this scheme is to promote temporary move-

ment of labour mobility under two Tiers, Tier 1  

(skilled professionals) and Tier 2  (semi-skilled 
professions) among the Pacific island coun-

tries. The presentation also highlighted the 

planning, development and administrative is-

sues in the issuance of entry visa and work 

permit that must be considered by the relevant 

countries under this proposed TMNP scheme.   

 

The expert from the Pacific Immigration Direc-

torôs Conference (PIDC) made a presentation 

on the implications of the PICTA TMNP 

scheme from the immigration departmentôs 

perspective. What became evident from the 

presentation is that both Host and Home coun-

try will have obligations in facilitating the imple-



 

 

PACP Trade and Fisheries Ministers Convene to progress on EPA  

OCTA Chief Trade Adviser Resigns 

At the recently conducted EPA trade related 

meetings held at Crowne Plaza, Port Moresby 

from the 4th-9th August 2011 in PNG; PACP 

trade and fisheries ministers, in applauding 

progress made by PACP officials in ad-

vancing market access offers, also empha-

sized a series of steps were further needed 

to enable the establishment of a Trade 

Agreement with the European Union.  

  

The meetings Included a Joint Pacific ACP 

states Fisheries and Trade Officials meet-

ing(4th August 2011), Pacific ACP Trade 

Officials meeting(5th August, 2011), Joint 

Pacific ACP States Fisheries and Trade 

Ministersô meeting(8th August 2011) and the 

Pacific ACP Trade Ministersô meeting(9th 

August 2011). 

  

Samoa was represented by Sooalo Mene, 

Associate Minister of Commerce, Industry 

and Labour, Lenatai Victor Faafoi 

Tamapua, Associate Minister of Agriculture 

and Fisheries, H.E. Mr. Tuala Falani Chan 

Tung, Samoaôs Ambassador to Brussels, 

Mr. Atonio Patua Mulipola, Assistant Chief Ex-

ecutive Officer of the Ministry of Agriculture & 

Fisheries, and Ms. Nella Tavita-Levy, Principal 

Foreign Service Officer of the Trade Division of 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade.  The 

delegation was also supported by Mr. Stephen 

Musubire, Trade Policy Analyst (Commonwealth 

Secreatariat Hubs and Spokes Project). 

  

At the meeting, the Acting Head of Delegation 

for the Delegation of the European Union to 

Papua New Guinea, Dr Kay Beese, welcomed 

the efforts that went into the preparation of re-

vised draft market access offers by various 

countries, which were transmitted to the Euro-

pean Commission recently. He further stated 

that the European Union is committed to con-

tinue and conclude negotiations on a compre-

hensive Partnership Agreement with the Pacific 

region. 

  

Market access offers are proposed national 

plans to gradually reduce duties on imports from 

the European Union under an Economic Part-

nership Agreement (EPA) between the regions. 

They are an essential step toward the conclu-

sion of negotiations with the European Union. 

 

Samoa is one of 8 PACPs that have submitted 

revised market Access offers through PIFS on 

July, 15, 2011 to the EC. The offers have been 

submitted in the context of a comprehensive 

EPA, and conditioned upon satisfactory resolu-

tion of contentious issues, including global 

sourcing rules of origin provisions for products 

under HS headings 0304/0305, improved Devel-

opment Cooperation to enable effective imple-

mentation of the EPA and Special and Differen-

tial treatment considering her LDC status in 

transition among others. 

  

HS headings 0304/0305 comprise of fresh, 

chilled and frozen fisheries products to be 

considered for export to the European Union 

market under preferential arrangement. For 

countries without processing canaries such 

as Samoa, this would signal more benefit in 

progressing towards the enhancement of 

market access for her fisheries products 

within the European Union market. 

  

The PACPS have argued since 2008 that 

the contentious issues have unacceptable 

economic and political consequences for 

their development. Samoa has conducted 

and completed a series of national consulta-

tions with stakeholders from Government 

ministries, private sector representatives as 

well as non-government organizations and 

civil society to discuss the contentious is-

sues and formulate a national position for 

Samoa, as an outcome of these consultations, a 

matrix on national positions regarding the vari-

ous contentious issues has been developed. 

  

During discussions relating to fisheries at the 

meeting, Ministers agreed among other things 

that PACPS would continue to seek global 

sourcing for products of HS headings 0304/0305 

in the context of the comprehensive Economic 

Partnership Agreement. 

The next round of negotiations between Pacific 

ACP States and the European Union is sched-

uled for November 2011 in Brussels. 

  

 

Samoaõs Delegation with the Secretary  

General of the Pacific Islands Forum  

Secretariat ( far right ) Tuiloma Neroni 

Slade at the meeting in Port Moresby  

OCTA Media Release, Wednesday 7 September 

2011 - Dr Christopher Noonan, the first Chief 

Trade Adviser for the Pacific Forum Island 

Countries (FICs), has resigned from his position 

effective Monday 5 September 2011.  

  

Dr Noonan has successfully led the Office of the 

Chief Trade Adviser (OCTA) in its first 18 

months of operation. Dr Noonan assumed his 

post, and the Office started operation, in March 

2010 from its base in Port Vila, Vanuatu.  

  

In his resignation letter Dr Noonan wrote 

óworking with Forum Island Countries on PACER 

Plus negotiations has been an honour.ô  

 

Among Dr Noonanôs key achievements was the 

establishment of the OCTA as an independent 

legal entity after the interim arrangement with 

the Pacific Island Forum Secretariat that the 

OCTA was initially operating under terminated 

on 28 March 2011. The Office is now fully opera-

tional with a team of dedicated staff.  

  

Dr Noonan is one of the regionôs most skilled 

and dedicated experts in trade negotiations. His 

departure is a big loss to the region and the 

Office. It is hoped and anticipated that he will 

continue working on the regionôs trade issues, 

including PACER Plus, in other capacity.  

  

The OCTA Governing Board has endorsed the 

advertisement for the Chief Trade Adviser posi-

tion. A competitive recruitment process has now 

started.  

  

Until a new Chief Trade Adviser is appointed, the 

OCTA Governing Board, through the Chair, will 

provide guidance and oversight to the OCTA, 

including on any necessary interim arrange-

ments.  

 

The OCTA Governing Board is constituted to be 

the Forum Island Country (FIC) Lead Spokesper-

son on PACER Plus matters.  The two alternate 

Continue on next page  

 Quiz Answers !!!!! 
1. Fiji and Papua New Guinea signed interim EPAs with the EU in 2009 

2. Australia 

3. The Pacific Island Countries Trade Agreement (PICTA) and the Pacific Agreement on 

Closer Economic Relations (PACER) 

4. His Excellency Tuala Falani Chan Tung 
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Samoan Students Receive Chinese Scholarship Awards 

Spokespersons; currently the Ministers re-

sponsible for trade from Solomon Islands, 

Kiribati and Tonga respectively; and four 

Senior Officials from Nauru, Palau, Samoa 

and Vanuatu.  

  

The Board is chaired by Hon. Peter Shanel 

Agovaka, Solomon Islandsô Minister for For-

eign Affairs and External Trade and the FIC 

Lead Spokesperson on 

PACER Plus matters. 

MFAT Website Re-launched 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade has 

recently completed upgrading its website, which 

is now operational and ready for general use. 

What you will find on our Website include: 

 

§ Trade 

§ Publications 

§ Embassies 

§ Visas 

§ Treaties and Conventions 

§ MFAT News 

§ And upcoming events 

The new and improved Website now, as an 

added feature, also host; flash videos and im-

ages and contains its very own Ministry Calen-

dar.  In addition, links to various government 

ministries and International Organizations such 

as the WTO, UNESCO, WHO and many others 

are now incorporated. 

 

Updating the website is an ongoing process.  To 
visit the new and improved Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade website, simply go online to 

www.mfat.gov.ws. 

15
th

 China International Fair for Investment and Trade, China 

Continued from previous page  

Samoa was invited to participate in the 15th 
China International Fair for Investment and 
Trade (CIFIT) in Xiamen from the 7 ï 10 Sep-
tember 2011 at the Xiamen International Confer-
ence and Exhibition Centre.  
 
Themed on "Introducing Foreign Direct Invest-
ment (FDI)" and "Going Global", the CIFIT is 
Chinaôs largest international investment promo-
tion event aiming at facilitating bilateral invest-
ments and trade. CIFIT is the platform for the 
International Investment Forum which includes 
seminars on significant investment issues and 
investment project matchmaking. 
 
Samoaôs Deputy Prime Minister Fonotoe Pierre 
Lauofo and a six member delegation from Sa-
moa were the special guests of the 15th CIFIT 
and its official opening. They were joined by the 
Ambassador of Samoa to China, Tapusalaia 
Terry Toomata in Xiamen. In his speech deliv-
ered at the 2011 International Investment Fo-
rum, his Honorable Deputy PM stressed Sa-
moaôs successful and ongoing cooperation with 
China and encouraged Chinese investors to 
continue to consider the many investment oppor-
tunities Samoa has to offer, to boost the level of 

trade between the two nations and for Samoa to 
fully utilize the Zero Tariff Scheme that elimi-
nates tariffs on nearly 5000 products including 
water, noni juice, honey, kava, coconut products  
etc. 
 
While in Xiamen, the Deputy Prime Minister also 
met with Chairman Wu Bangguo, Chairman  of 
Chinas National Peopleôs Congress, Minister of 
Commerce Mr. Chen Deming and senior Fujian 
Province and Xiamen Government officials. 
 
The Samoan Embassy in Beijing set up a booth 
to promote and display several products from 
Samoa at the Fair, like Samoa Artesian Water, 
Noni Juice, Samoa Hot Chili sauce and Natural 
Honey as well as promoting tourism and invest-
ment. 
 
Samoa has participated in the Fair for the past 
three years to promote potential Samoan prod-
ucts for exports to the huge China market.  The 
15th CIFIT attracted exhibitors from over 50 
countries and many Chinese companies and 
provinces.    
 
The delegation also visited and met government 

officials and companies from Shenzhen and 
Guangzhou, such as: Huawei Telecom Com-
pany, ZTE Telecom Company and South China 
Airline, the  biggest airline  in China and Asia.  
  
Members of the delegation to the Xiamen Fair 
from Samoa were Deputy Prime Minister Hon. 
Fonotoe P. Lauofo, Mrs. Rosita M. Meredith, 
Associate Ministers Mr. Muagututia P. Ah Him 
and Mr. Sooalo Mene, Mr. Maualaivao Pat Ah 
Him (Private Sector), Mr. Namulauulu Sami 
Leota (Chamber of Commerce President) and 
Mr. Justin Lima of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade.  From the Samoan Embassy in Bei-
jing were Ambassador H.E. Tapusalaia  
Toomata, Mrs. Silverina Toomata, Mr. Louis 
Ofele (First Secretary) and Mr. Jhin Zhao 

DID YOU KNOW?!!  

 

CHINA IS THE SECOND 

BIGGEST ECONOMY IN 

THE WORLD.  

Recently resigned 

OCTA Chief Trade 

Adviser, Chris 

Noonan  

A total of 20 students from Samoa were awarded 

scholarship opportunities to study in China com-

mencing in September 2011. 13 of these stu-

dents received awards under the Chinese  schol-

arship scheme which is administered on an an-

nual basis through the joint efforts of the Schol-

arships, Training and Bilateral Division at MFAT 

and the Embassy of the Peopleôs Republic of 

China in Samoa which falls under the bilateral 

assistance provided by the Chinese Government 

to developing countries such as Samoa. An 

additional 7 Samoan students were successful 

recipients for Chinese scholarships under the 

China/PIF regional awards.  

  

A pre-departure briefing for all twenty students 

was conducted on the 18th August 2011 at the 

MFAT Conference room with the focus on travel 

arrangements, relevant scholarship policies and 

preparations for life and study in China. This was 

followed by a reception hosted by the Ambassa-

dor of the Peopleôs Republic of China in Samoa 

at the Chinese Embassy in Vailima. It was an 

evening full of appreciation for the Chinese cul-

ture, language, educational institutions and deli-

cious Chinese cuisine  

 

Both gatherings were attended by parents and 

scholarship awardees. Additionally, as part of 

the organizersô efforts to ensure that students 

were well equipped to tackle any obstacles or 

problems they may encounter while in China, 

graduates from  similar Chinese scholarship 

awards  and a few ongoing students were also 

invited to share their experiences and to provide 

important success hints and words of encour-

agement to the new students.  Some of the recipients of the  

Chinese Scholarship Awards  

http://www.mfat.gov.ws

