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Mr. President,
Distinguished delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Samoa joined the United Nations thirty-five years ago, a decision rooted firmly in
our belief in the principle of sovereign equality of all member states, with the same
rights and responsibilities. This sentiment underpins our relationship with our
Organization as it evolves into a global family of interdependent nations.

Our organization remains one of the last, if not the greatest bastion against the serious
challenges and uncertainties that beset our world: from financial and economic crises,
climate change, environment degradation, land desertification, ocean acidification,
destruction of fishery resources, endemic poverty, and dangerous threats to peace and
security. It is why we continue to support the United Nations and look to its timely
interventions and leadership in addressing and finding collective solutions in the

challenges the world faces.

Mr. President,

It Is in the context of the leadership role of the United Nations that the visit of
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon earlier this month to the Pacific region as a special
guest of the Pacific leaders Forum in New Zealand was particularly significant. The visit
enabled the Secretary-General to see firsthand the scale of the challenges facing
vulnerable Pacific small island countries. The visit, the first ever to the Pacific by an
incumbent Secretary-General in the UN's sixty six (66) years of existence, was 3
historical milestone in the relationship between the Pacific region and the United
Nations. The fact that the Secretary-General is from the Asia-Pacific region and that the
visit took place before the start of his second term, not at the end, were positive
aspects that were not lost on the Pacific leaders,

Mr. Ban Ki-moon’s advocacy and support of Pacific issues in the different international
foras dealing with sustainable development, climate change and peace and security as
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we already witnessed on Wednesday when presenting his report to the General
assembly, will be invaluable in placing Pacific concerns at centre-stage for attention and

support where needed.

The United Nations is the world’s premier organization. Its role in the various areas of
development and in improving the human condition must be exemplary and
uneguivocal. The United Nations work and influence to encourage governments to
respect and uphold fundamental human rights is sorely needed in parts of our Pacific

region and across the world.

Mr. President,

In our region as well, the work of the United Nations to facilitate the choices of
Pacific people to exercise their right to self determination continues to form an
important part of our Pacific region’s association with the United Nations. In this
respect, we strongly urge the United Nations to play a more pro-active role towards the

achievement of this goal.

Mr. President,
Development, security and human rights are mutually reinforcing pillars of the
United Nations. Equal progress on all three fronts should be the norm, not the

exception.

A decade on into the new millennium, we find our Assembly meeting against the
backdrop of a world teetering over many fronts of uncertainties.

A full recovery of the global economy to pre-2008 levels continues to be an elusive
goal. The immediate to medium-term outlook is not promising and doesn’t instill
confidence. While some governments are belng assisted with their budgetary
difficulties, others, in contrast, are struggling on their own to provide some of the basic
necessities for their people. Achieving the time-bound MDGs in their totality Is becoming
difficult by the day.
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In terms of crises, whether it is economic, climate change or food crisis, the most and
worst impacted by any of these without exception are some of the UN recognized
vulnerable groups, the least developed countries and the small island developing states,
Samoa belongs to both categories,

Though the United Nations has committed through internationally agreed development
frameworks such as the Brussels Progamme of Action, the Barbados Programme of
Action and others to help vuinerable economies attain economic growth, sustainable
development and the resilience to endure external shocks, the reality is that the needs
of these groups always outstrip resources available to them. This mismatch is due in
part to undercapitalized frameworks with no dedicated funding.

Mr. President,

Earlier this week, the United Nations focused long overdue attention on the
insidious health threat of non communicable diseases (NCDs). If left unchecked, NCDs
will not only devastate the health of our people but also has the potential to wreak
havoc in our economies with the incidence of these so-called lifestyle diseases
impacting heavily on the productive aged population.

Samoa therefore adds its voice to the call to consider the “Reduction of Non-
communicable Diseases” as one of the diseases included in the Millennium Development
Goals and to which sufficient resources and donor partnership actions should also
prioritise,

Mr. President,

These are real concerns. Sustainable economic development is a priority issue for
Samoa and the Pacific island countries. This is why we are hopeful that the Conference
on Development next June in Brazil will allow for a serious discussion and re-orientation
of the whole UN community on the importance of identifying and providing the






